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DEDICATION OF THE 2022 SARDIS ASSOCIATION TO THE
MEMORY OF THE LATE ELDERS

We the Sardis Association of Old Regular Baptist Churches of Jesus Christ, mourn the loss of our
dear Elders that have outstripped us and gone on to that eternal home of glory since our last meeting.

We hereby dedicate this our 130t session of the Sardis Association to the memory of these bold
soldier of the Cross.

How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

Elder Lester Cochran Elder Kenneth B. Jude
Little Tavie Sidney

Elder Clyde Perry
Elizabeth




In 1997, the Sardis Association
found a permanent home in the
old Brushy School building at
Varney, Ky. This year, 2022, we
celebrate 25 wonderful years in
this home God gave us!

From Brother Ralph W.
E. Varney, Sardis Clerk,
1997 Minute......

Friday, September 12, 1997,

“The mighty God of Heaven performed His wonderous work and for the first
time ever we assembled in our new Home! It was, therefore, fitting that a
joyous and Holy Ghost filled meeting was held here last night to dedicate this
Site to the Lord and ask His blessings upon it. We were not surprised by
perhaps the largest congregation in our history arriving today and over 1000
people ate dinner in the cafeteria. This display of confidence and approval
by our members, our corresponding Sister Associations, other Associations
and our friends does not give cause for pride but rather a deep feeling of
humbleness and thankfulness to God who thought of us for good.”
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ProceepinGs

of the
ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTIETH ANNUAL SESSION
of the
SARDIS ASSOCIATION
OF
OLD REGULAR BAPTIST
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

FRIDAY
September 9, 2022

The Sardis Association of Old Regular Baptist, the Church of Jesus Christ, assembled in the
Business Room of the Sardis Association Building at 180 Brushy School Road, Varney, Pike County,
Kentucky, with our host, the Turkey Creek Church and co-host Churches; Apple Orchard, Bent
Branch, Pilgrims Home and Big Branch, on Friday before the second Saturday in September 2022.
This year being the 25" anniversary of God’s wonderful gift of a permanent site home, with the
first meeting being held on Friday, September 12, 1997.

About the hour of 9:00 a.m., our Moderator, Elder Thomas J. Dials, came to the stand to an
overflowing crowd and welcomed everyone, including the Brothers, Sisters, Friends and all in
attendance. Brother Tommy spoke, saying we have been blessed another year to gather once
again. These are three days of worship to glorify God. Many years ago, they started these old
associations by realizing the importance of gathering together. God's salvation, which is in Jesus
Christ, will take us home to Heaven, but sin, unrepented of, will take us to that bad place. We
need to live in this world in a way that they can see the light and glorify the Father. He proceeded
to read the prayer list of sick and afflicted, who are in need of God'’s healing power.

Elder Clyde Perry was chosen as the alternate for this session’s Introductory Sermon.
Having passed away and gone on to his eternal home, our tradition is that the moderator of the
host church open the service. Elder Hobart Hamilton came to the stand to preach the opening of
the service, saying he was surprised to be standing here. We came here because we love the Lord
and each other. There is nothing greater on this earth than the love of God. Remember we are
in the house of the Lord. I come to this place to tell you the whole world needs Jesus Christ. If
we repent and serve him, he will forgive us of our sins and take us home to Heaven after this life
is over. We worked for years following the wrong master. We clung to sinful ways for a long
time. Years ago, God brought me down through my son’s illness. ~ God’s people are willing to
show love to others. God showed us mercy.

You may stray but you will never go over the line, if once you are forgiven. In that great
day, the Lord will bring their souls back, the dust will come together again. We need to realize
God has all power, and with that power he shows mercy. When I was down on my knees, I didn’t
know how to pray. The Lord will teach you how to pray if you desire to do so. Iam willing to
stand for the Lord whenever the occasion may arise.
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He called for a song, as we sang “Salvation, O’ The Name I Love.”

Elder John Paul Hamilton, of the New Salem Association, then led in prayer.

Elder Charles Edwards, having been chosen last year, came to preach the Introductory
Sermon. He came to the stand saying, I give God the glory and praise for being here today. I
would ask you to pray for me, but I know that if you are brothers, you are praying already. God
has been the best thing to come into my life. Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever more.
Man thinks he can change God’s word, but he cannot. God is leading and guiding this ole man.
No matter how powerful you think you are, you know not how powerful God is. When Saul,
called Paul, rode to Damascus to persecute the church, he felt the real power of God when he was
stricken blind and brought to his knees. Blinded by the power of the light which shown round
about him. That power of God came into me when I received forgiveness. God will baptize you
with the Holy Ghost and with fire. Paul was without food or drink and without his sight for three
days as he was led to Ananias, who taught him that he needed Jesus Christ as his Savior. Jesusis
the way, the truth, and the life. We need to give God all the praise! Ananias was shown by God
what was coming. He knew he had to go to Paul even though he had previously feared him.
God had assured him Paul was now a praying man. When he met Paul, he called him brother.

Brother Charles continued, I was left on the streets of Columbus when I was twelve years old
by my parents. A voice came to me and even though I wasn’t brought up that way I knew who it
was. I tried to compromise with God but that failed. Every time I went to do something wrong,
that voice told me to not do it. At the age of eighteen, I met a wonderful lady from Pike County.
I got married and had a nice family. As my life developed, I still worried about my parents. My
dad hated me, if I came to see him, we would go out the back door until I left. I prayed for God
to make him suffer so he would turn to God. One day at work my wife called me to tell me of my
dad’s repentance and forgiveness. I was also blessed to re-marry my mom and dad and then to
baptize my dad. God walked with this little boy on the streets, then gave me my family, then God
gave me my mom and dad back. God changes not, he is the same yesterday, today, and that
forever more. The steps of a righteous man are ordered of the Lord. Ijust wanted to tell you all
how God has blessed me. Looking back, I see God has been with me all my life. He that is in
you is greater than he that is in the world. God gave me a dream, telling me I would be called to
pray for a certain child and that he would heal her. The dream came to pass and as I arrived at
the hospital to pray for her, the child died, was revived by the doctors, and then died again before
they would let me in the room to pray. The frustrated doctor allowed me to pray and after
following God’s direction, the child lived and the parents brought her to church. God’s the same
yesterday, today, and forever more! God has blessed me and brought me to a place in my life
where I had to make a choice. He wants you to come. Do what God is telling you to do. Come
and taste of him and see that he is good.

He called for a song, we were blessed to sing, “There Is A Fountain Filled With Blood.”

The Sardis Association delegates and a moderate delegation from our Corresponding Sister
Associations remained in the Business Room for the Work of this Association, and as is our custom,
the many non-delegate Brethren, Sistérs and friends were dismissed to assemble in the Preaching
Room to hear the preaching of:




