Being unable to locate a published Minutes

Of the Sardis Association of Old Regular Baptist

For the year 1893

It has been ordered that we substitute

A copy of the typewritten copy of the minutes

From the Original Sardis Association Minute Book

Until such time a published copy of this Minutes may be located.

Brother Archie Prince, Clerk

July 20, 2011



| THE ORGANIZATION OF
| SARDIS ASSOCIATION

i MADE IN 1893,

e | We, the Regular Baptist Churches of Jesus Christ, composed
" 0f duly authorized delegates and members from the Brushy Fork,
| Sardis and Big Branch Churches, convened with the Brushy Fork
Church August &5, 1899%. Organized by electing W. W. Fields
Moderator, and P. D. Bevins Clerk.
Upon motion the Moderator appointed Brothers G. W. Maynard

Hand We Lo Smith as a Committee to report the order of business

I
' Tor this day.

| The report of said committee was reed and approved. Committee
!discharged.
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_ On motion and second the Association declares the following
'to be their reasons for founding & new Association, and they in
| Like manner adopted the annexed Constitution and Articles of

i

| Faith. |

; We, the Regular Baptist Churches of Jesus Christ, convened

| with the Brushy Fork Church, and composed as a working body for

| the trensaction of business of duly authorized Delegates from

| theBig Branch, Sardis and Brushy Fork Churches, deeming it
.Jecessary on account of a material difference of opinion existing

' detween ourselves and other brethren of the Mates Creek Churches,

Ao organize an Association separate and apart from our different

and yet highly esteemed brethren,in which we may live in harmony

' and perfect unison with each other.

¥ | Now, BE IT KNOWN, in the presence of these witnesses and
bef.re Almighty God, the Supreme Judge of the world and all our
actions:

FIRST: That we do not object to the outline of doctrine
| &as we understand it to have been written in the different
| Constitutions of the churches composing the Mates (Creek Association.

SECOND: That, while we belleve no one independent of God's
| almighty power can be instrumental in the salvation of his soul,
| we do believe that man is responsible for his deeds, which thing
| we understand our Mates Creek brethren to deny. ' '

| THIRD: That we object to the doctrine held by our Mates
Creek brethren that man as a created Being is compelled by God
| Eternal in all things to do just as he does, whether it be good
I or evile, £ |
| FOURTH: We believe that man in the Creation was given
| 1imited power; that good and evil were set before him with the
possibility of his choosing either. Therefore, we believe that
when Adam partook of -evil he did so not%t by compulsion, but by
choice, which thing we also understand our Ms=tes Creek brethren
. to deny. Therefore, these things being essential in regard to the
| prosperity of the Church, and as members holding these different
; views can not possibly live in true brotherly love in the same
| Association, we thought it better both for dur absolute predes-

| tination brethren and ourselves that we organize a separate
Y Y | Association, not that we objeet to the originsl doetrine of the
| } | Mates Creek Association, but that we believe that our Predesti-
& | narian brethren have departed from these same doetrines.
| But to them and all others be it understood, with God as our
| Judge, that it"is with malice toward none that we withdrew from
the Mates Creek Association and adopt: the following Constitution
for our church government, together with the following Articles '
cf Faith for each of the Churches composing our body. |
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' shall petition by letter and delegate, and if found upon examina-

' representative in the association.

{

CONSTITUTION.

P4 Fyom a long series of experience. we, the ehurches of Jegus
e‘in-tst, being regularly baptized upon our -confessionm of faith in
Jesus Christ, are convinced of the necessity of a combination of
churches in order to perpetuate & union and communion among us
and- preserve, maintain and ‘keep the rules and. orders of an associa-
tion according to the following form of government: =

% ARTICEIE l.== ‘Phe association shall be compoded- -of members
chosen by the different churches in our union and duly sent to .
represent them in this Assoeiation who' shall be members whom - -
they shall think Best qualified for the purpose and. producing. - -
letters from theilr respective churches: certifyings the:l.r appoint-
ment shall: Meu "entiftled tc a seats

ART B omm In lettera from the different churches .shall be
fessed their number in full  fellowship, $heip baptized, re~
ved By letters, re'stored, dismisseﬁ, exncommtmica,ted and dead

since their last association.

= ART. .8.-- 'rhe mem’ce’ra tm;\s chosen and -convened’ shall’ have -0
power to lord it over God's heritage noxr shall they have any "
,cleriesl power overthe churches, nor shall: they 1nfringo cn tho
"{is%ernal rights of any chureh 1n the Unfou.» Sm

ART, 4.~- The association when convened shall be governed ~“’-,
and ruled by a regular and proper decorum.

" ARP?. 5.,~- The association shall have a Moderator, Clerk and
Treasurer who shall be chosen by the suffrage of the members
present. . o

ARTes 6.-= New churches may be admitted into our union that
tion to be orthodox and orderly shall be received by the associa-
tion and manifested by the moderator giving the right hand of
fe110wship. A AT
igsge L .4

AR?—. ‘7.-« Eve!-y ehureh in the ‘unton.shall be entit]‘.ed .to a

“+ AR Be== Every query presenteéd by any churdh -to theé’sssocia~:
being first debated in their own church, sh&ll he ‘baken; up
by <the: ‘a_ssocia’sion. '
ART. 9 s Every motion made and seconded shall be taken apa
by - the ‘association, except it be withdrawn by the member whe made
it.
“ART. 10.-~ The’ assccia'bion shall endeavcr to fumnish the
churches with 4its mindtess -

ART: 11 <~ The -chuwrch shall :send money by the -delegate of

ART. 12.-- .Thereé shall be a record book kept wherein the
prooeddinga:of eveéry association shall be regmlarlx reccrdﬁd h?y
' the seceretary appointed for that purpose.

‘ART: 13 +=« 'Pve miriutes of the association shall .be .read and
corrected if need be, and signed by the moderator and clerk

before the association rises. : 3

't

each ichurch ‘for printing the minutes of the sssociatiem. . «- =i (i
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ART. 14.~-~ Amendments to this plan or form of government may be
made at any time by a majority of the union when they deem nece=
essary. :

ART. 15.==A11 matters coming before the Associastion shell
be decided by the will of the majority.

ART, 16~= The association shall have power (1) to provide
for ‘the general union of the churches; (2) to preserve inviola=-
bly a chain of  communicetion among the churches; (3) to give the
churches all necessary advice in matters of difficulty; (4) to
inquire into the cause why the churches fail at any time to
represent themselves in the association; (5) to appoint any
member or members, by and with their consent, to transact any
business which they think necessary; (6) the association shall
have power to withdraw from any church in this: union which shall
violate the rules of the assoclation or deviate from the ortho-
dox principles of religion; (7) to admit any orderly minister
of our order to a seat with us in the association; (8) the
association shall have power to adjourn themselves to any future
time or place they may think most convenient to the churches
in the union; (9) that no minister shall be ordained unless
forwarded by a church .and it shall require two or more ordained
ministers to compose a presbytery for that purpose.

RULES OF DECORUM.

'ARTICLE l«-- The association to be opened and closed by
prayer.

ARTe+ 2+== A moderator and clerk shall be chosen by the
suffrage of the members present.

ART. 3¢== Only One member shall speak at a time and he shall
rise from his seat and address the moderator when he .is about to
make a speech.

ART. 4.-- The person thus speaking shall not be .interrupted
in his speech except by the moderator, till he is done speaking
and shall strictly adhere to the subject and in no wise reflect
on the person who spoke before or make remarks on mis-haps,
failures or imperfections, but shall fairly state the case and
matter, as nearly as he can, so as to convey his light and idea.

_ ART. S.== No person shall rise and speak more .than three
times on one subject without the consent of the association.

ART. 6.-=- No person shall abruptly break -off -or absent
himself from the association without liberty obtained from it.

ART. 7.== No member of this association shall have .the
liberty of laughing during the sittings nor whispering in time
of public speech.,

ART. 8.== No member of this association shall address another

by any other term or-appellation but the title of Brother.
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ART. 9.-=- The moderator shall not interrupt a member or prohib-
it him from speaking until he gives his light upon the subject
except when he breaks the rules of decorum.

ART, 10=-=- Thé names of the several members of the association
shall be enrolled by the clerk and called over as often-as the
moderator requires.

ART, 1ll--~ The moderator shall be entitled to the same prive-
ileges as another member, provided the chair be filled, but shall
have no vote unless the association be equally-dividede.

ART. 12.-- Any member who shall willingly and knowingly bresk
any of the rules shall be reproved by the association as they
think proper.

ART. 13.-= But three members shall tgke a seat in this asso-
ciation from each churche.

ART. 14.-- These rules of decorum shall be read by the clerk
at the commencement of every association.

ART. 15.,-- No person shall speak more than five minutes at
the same time without liberty obtained from the Association.

ARTICLES OF FAITH.

ARTICLE l.-- We, the churches of Jesus Christ, called the

}Regulﬁrﬁaptists, are comstituted on the following faith, viz:

ART. 2.-~ We believe in only one true and living God, the
creator of heaven and earth and all things that are therein con-
tained.

ART. 3.~- We believe in Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God,
who is Head and Xing of His Church.

ART. 4.-- We believe in the Holy Ghost and sealer and applier
of the redemption purchased by Christ,

ART. 5.-~ We believe in the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and
these three are one.

ART. 6.-- We believe the 0ld and New Testament scripture to
be the infallible word of God and take the New Testament for our
only rule of faith and practice, and nothing is to be taken from
or added to it.

ART. 7.-~ We believe in the free atonement of Jesus Christ;
that He tasted death for every man and that salvation is to all
en and women on the terms of the gospel.

ART. 8.-~ We believe that Christ has but one true Gospel
Church, and that will finally persevere through grace and glory.

ART. 9.-- We believe in the communion of the Lord's Supper,
that is, taking of the bread and wine by the Church of Jesus
Christ, in commemoration of the death and suffering of the Son

of God until His second coming.



ARTs 10.,-- We believe that feet washing is an ordinance of
Jesus Christ, and ought to be observed and kept until His second

coming.

ARTs 1ll.-- We believe that Jesus Christ is the first resur-
rection from the dead that He lives forever.9

ART. 12,-- We believe in the resurrection of the Just anad
unjust. i
’

ART. 13+=« We believe in the final punishment of the wicked
and the Eternal happiness of the righteous.

N



ifter the adoption of the foregoing the Moderator solemnly
pronounced in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost this
to be an Association.

The Association proper, being perfected in organization,
was opened with prayer by G. W. Maynard, following which Elder
J. W. Smith preached the introductory sermon from the first
clause of the 9th verse of the 7th chapter of Solomon.

So Se

Legiers of churches called for and responded as follows:

SARDIS: By the hand of G. W. Maynard and Stanley Vernatter,
both of whom received the right hand of fellowship.

Sardis church 124 members, 4 ordained Ministers, one
licensed Minister, and sent a contribution of $7.00.

BIG BRANCH: At the hands of Bros. Calvery Runyon, Jordan
Maynard, William T. Smith and P. D. Bevins all of whom received
the right hand of fellowship and took seats. Contribution $1.60,
and members 50,

BRUSHY FORK: By the hand of A. C. Lowe, W. W. Fields,
Jerry Smith, W. L. Lowe, Joseph Ray and B. M. Lowe. Has a
membership of 61 and sent a contribution of $4.20 and has two
ordained Ministers. Her delegates received the right hand
of fellowship and took seats.

Resolved: To be known as the Sardis Association.

Letter to the Zion Association read and approved.

Our next Association shall be held with the Sardis Church,
Logan County, West Virginia, beginning Friday before the Second
Saturday in QOctober, 1894, and two following days and that Elder
We T. Smith is appointed to preach the introductory sermon
and elder W. W. Fields alternate.

The Clerk was ordered to superintend the printing of the
minutes and purchase a record book.

The closing sermon was delivered by Elder W. H. Iaine.

The Minutes were read and approved and the Association ad Journed
to meet at the time and place above stated.

Done and signed by order of the Association.

W, W. FIELDS, Moderator
P. D. BEVINS, Clerk.




